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News Advisory

For Immediate Release

Contact: Executive Director, Val Madsen
(608) 833-4467
Respite Center Receives Matching Grant from American Family Insurance
Madison, WI (October 3, 2015) -- Gio’s Garden, a respite center located in Middleton, announced today their receipt of a most generous gift from American Family Insurance.  American Family Insurance has pledged up to $25,000 in matching funds for every dollar raised during Gio’s Garden Gala donation drive and live auction.   Funds raised will be used to support therapeutic respite services at Gio’s Garden for families with special needs children, birth through six years of age.  

Susan Pierce Jacobsen, Community Investment Manager for American Family Insurance said, “The role that Gio’s Garden plays in our community is noble and humbling. It’s not just the families with complex needs they impact, it’s our entire community that benefits from their existence. We want the Gio’s Garden family to know, we’re behind you. This is a token of the appreciation we feel for what they’ve accomplished to date and a symbolic gesture to demonstrate American Family’s support moving forward.”
The annual Gio’s Garden Gala is presented by Gigi’s Cupcakes and will be held at Monona Terrace on October 24 beginning at 6:00 p.m. Tickets are $100 and can be purchased by visiting www.GiosGarden.org.

President of the Board, Beth Viney said, “Gio’s Garden is extremely grateful to American Family Insurance for their generosity in offering this matching grant. The annual Gio's Garden Gala raises funds for over one third of our annual operating expenses and directly impacts services we provide for families and children in need of respite care. Because of the American Family Insurance gift, this will enable Gio's Garden to enhance and expand services for special needs children throughout Madison and surrounding communities. We are honored to begin this community partnership with American Family Insurance.”    
Gio’s Garden is a non-profit therapeutic respite center for children with special needs, aged birth through six years.  Services are provided to families at no charge. Families receive 24 hours of care a month, or 6 hours per week. Children benefit from the therapeutic services as well as an opportunity to socialize and learn early separation. Parents can enjoy a few hours of rest while knowing their special needs child is cared for by highly qualified individuals. For more information about Gio’s Garden, please call 608-833-GIOS or visit our web page at www.giosgarden.org.
Madison, Wis.– based American Family Insurance is the nation's third-largest mutual property/casualty insurance company and ranks 358th on the Fortune 500 list. The company sells American Family-brand products, including auto, homeowners, life, business and farm/ranch insurance, through its exclusive agents in 19 states. American Family affiliates (The General, Homesite and AssureStart) also provide options for consumers who want to manage their insurance matters directly over the Internet or by phone. Web: www.amfam.com; Facebook: www.facebook.com/amfam; Twitter: www.twitter.com/amfam. Google+ plus.google.com/+amfam/.
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